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Raw Materials of 
the Chemical Industry 


COAL 


B litTA in's industry was founded tin coal. Today coal 
is more essential lhan ever before, hut its industrial 
rule is undergoing a change. Originally its importance 
lay primarily in its value as a source of heat and power: 
unlay tlu- value of coal increasingly lies in the ability of 
the chemical industry to convert it into a variety of 
useful products such as dye*, plastics, petrol, and drugs. 
Several million tons of coal arc used by LCJ. every yea? 
a# a raw material essential for the manufacture of score* 
of it* most important products. The use of coal as a 
raw material has, indeed, already assumed such pmjuir- 
iions tliLii it seems likely that the necessity for conserving 
it for this purpose wilt he a must important incentive in 
developing alternative sources of power, such as hydro 
electric or atomic power. 

The reason for this new significance of coal is nol 
dillicull to see. The last century has seen the develop 
merit of a new branch of mduHtria) chemistry, based on 
organic or carbon-containing substances. Whereas 
the mainstays of the chemical industry were formerly 
mineral substances such as w*b t sulphuric acid, and 
bleaching powder, there is now a Vast and stcadih 
increasing mu put of organic compounds. 

The number of synthetic organic aim pounds which 
arc used in daily life are far ton numerous to list. A few 
example* arc artificial textile* such as nylon, all forms of 
plastic, all dyesliills, many solvents and anaesthetics, 
ami many explosives. These diverse compound* have 
one feature in common they all contain substantial 
proportions nf the element carbon. Some, such as poly- 
thenr, consist almost entirely of carbon; others, such as 
chloroform, contain relatively liltk. 

Although atomic physicist are now able lu earn 0111 
remarkable transformation* of one element into another, 
these Iramfomittiont arc of no importance to the indiis- 
trial chemist* who has to find Ins element* ready made. 
To make carbon compound* he must have carbon atom*, 
and of these coal c* one of the bent sources, for roughly 
I h ret- -i | oil hits of it by weight consists of carbon. 

The transformation of plants and trees which 
flourished millions of years ago into hard. Mack coal is 
one uf ibi- wonders of nature. Scarcely less remarkable, 
however, are the transformations by which the industrial 
chemist converts coal into hundreds of useful materials 
required by industry ur in cveydlf life. These trans¬ 
formations have to be made indirectly, for coal itself is 
si mixture so complicated that little use can be made nf 
il in its original form. The first step is normally To heal 
I hi- coal strongly in retorts. Coal-gas is produced, a 
great variety of useful substances distill off as a tarry 
mixture, and coke rich in carbon and essential for 
metallurgy—is left behind in the retort. Much of this 
treatment is incidental to the making of coal-gas, but so 
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important arc the product* that equally large quantities 
of coat arc speciidly treated in cuke-oven works. Thr 
distillate coal-tar is a treasure-house of raw materials 
fur the chemist, but very careful treatment is needed to 
separate tin- useful substance* from each other and from 
the unwanted impurities with which they are mixed. 

The inseparable relationship which now exist* be¬ 
tween the chemical industry and (lie tar distillers really 
had it* beginning in 1857, In that year young Henry 
JVrkin nas experimenting at hi# home in the hope of 
making quinine from an amlinc derivative. As we now 
know, hi* experiments were fundimenially wrong and 
could never have yielded the drug he was looking for. 
hut they led to something far more important the 
production of mauve, the lira! aniline dyesttilL Realising 
the importance of this accidental discovery, Perkin 
decided to sei up as a manufacturer of his new dye and 
m doing so founded a new industry which soon became 
of world-wide importance. 1 (c was stum faced with a 
serious difficulty—that of obtaining aniline cheaply and 
in large quarttitics. From .1 tar distiller in Glasgow he 
obtained benzene, which bv treatment with nitric acid 
«as converted into lutro-bcfucnc; this in turn was euro 
verted into aniline. From that day lu ibis, benzene, the 
mosl volatile constituent of coal-tar, bn* remained the 
annul important raw material of the industrial organic 
riiemiRL This wax recognised by Imperial Chemical In* 
dLlBtricg when choosing a name for iis headquarter* nt 
lllacklcy, for in chemical shorthand 
benzene is always indicated by a 
hexagon, the six comers of which 
represent the six carbon atoms 
present in the benzene molecule. 

It was thus that Hexagon ] louse 
acquired its name. 

Benda benzene* coal-tar yields 
a variety of other essential prn- 
duels, Quantitatively the most 
important of these is naphthalene, 
which is present to the extent of 
about io M „ in tar. The first use uf 


lids material, once thrown away a# being worthless* was 
as a substitute for camphor for making mothballs. Today 
it is a valuable starling material for many useful pro¬ 
ducts, especially dyestuffs. 

Naphthalene can be oxidised to a substance known as 
phi Italic anhydride, which is extremely useful as a 
stepping-stone to other products* When this is com¬ 
bined with benzene, compounds related to anthracene 
can In- made, including the important dyestuff main, 
best known as the colouring matter of red ink though it 
h:t* main other uses. Anthracene itself occur# to the 
extern of about 1% in coal-tar; Dyestuffs Division uses 
several hundred lorn of it every year. 

Another important constituent of coal-tar is toluene, 
used fur making a whole range of products from 
saccharin to T.N.T. (trinitm-toluene). During the war 
Nobel Division consumed huge quantities nf this lot 
T.N.T. manufacture, I hough today this activity is 
happily much reduced. 

Phenol, better known a* carbolic acid, is another 
useful tar product. Its antiseptic properties are well 
known. Itanitro-phcncd* an intensely yellow substance, 
is the powerful explosive known as picric acid. Another 
use for phenol, for which large quantities are required, 
is fur making phenol-formaldehyde plastics. 

Many other products present in coal-tar arc of indus¬ 
trial importance almost as great as those already men¬ 
tioned, For example, cresol. a clew relative of phenol, 
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also is lifted foe making platiica. U is dao a powerful, 
though rather unadective, antiseptic, and large cpinmi- 
tics of it arc used for this reason. 

Home of the uses of cunt as a raw material within the 
various Divisions of I.CM. have already tarn rmntinned, 
hut to list ilu in all would he an almost impossihlc i.isk. 
so complicated is the story . At Bilhn^ham Division, for 
example, nearly fort}’ million gallons of creosote *ih- 
laint-d from tar distiller* all over Britain arc used 
annually in the hydrogenation plum for malting syn¬ 
thetic petrol, hi the colie ovens there half a million tints 
uf coal a year are converted into coke. When steam and 
arr are passed over red-hot coke the products are nitrogen 
amt hydrogen, from which ammonia is made, amt curtail 
monoxide ami hydrogen, used for making methanol. 
Every three tons rtf coal yields just over a ton of methanol. 
Methanol has many uses, hut outstanding among them 
are fur the manufacture of formaldehyde itself utilised 
in many different ways, such as fur making plastics 
and of TcrsfnV (methyl methacrylate). 

In General Chemicals Division large quantities of 
hcrutcnc are used for making 'GarmrrexamT the remark¬ 
ably specific insecticide, Gamtmxam’ is the so-called 
gamma burner nf hexachinmhenxeue. Sotue of the 
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caftan comem of 'Mcthoxonv/ too. the selective weed¬ 
killer, is drawn from the vast reservoir rif the coal 
mines. From coke the residue of dial left after the lar 
lias Ix-en driven out and lime ts made the very useful 
ftulifttAlice calcium carbide. When treated with water 
this vie his the gas acetylene a reaction once greatly 
practic’d by cyclists for lighting fheir machine*. A pari 
from *ts use in oxy-acetylene welding, acetylene is a 
stepping-stiiiH" to a great many oilier substance*. From 
it. for example, is derived trichlorcthylcnc, widely used 
as a grease solvent and dry-cleaning Ilu id. 

Dyestuff* Division, concerned almost exclusively with 
organic product*, is natural! v one of the heaviest con- 
«imen of coal as a new material- The equivalent of 
ahntit three million tons of coal a year are handled by 
this Division .md sent out in the form of dyestuffs, 
mhher chemicals, drugs, and other products. The cun- 
surnptioii oleoid its a raw male rial by Dyestuffs Division 
is indeed main times greater than its consumption of 
coal as a fuel. For example, I isl year nearly three milt ton 
gallons of benzene equivalent to well over two million 
11ms 11 f coat were token i 1 ill p 11 >c pianl a 1 id sent 1 iut again 
in totally different forms. At the same time about five 
thmiHiiml (ons ol naphihalenv, representing the destruc¬ 
tive distillation of a further Fill ) 1 thousand inns nf coal. 
Were used lnsi year, It is interesting to note that this 
Division is ,1 descend.ml nf the nrigiiuil firm of IVrkm 
and Son Lid. idready In ielfy mentioned the demands 
nf which retd I v founded the whole of the modern coal-tar 
imliMlry. 

1 1 is difficult to predict what the future demands of 
the chemical industry for coal will lie, hut in view of the 
rapidly Increasing demand for organic chemicals of every 
sort u lixi cannot fail to increase. Vast though the 
world’s coal resources are, they have quite clearly a 
definite limit* fur coat is an irreplaceable asset. ’There is 
therefore an urgent need to restrict every use of coal 
which allows the previous hi-products to escape. 

d'here is, however. one alternative source uf carbon 
for Industry which is already important and will cer¬ 
tainly become marc m in the future, ‘This i» petroleum. 
I'ractional distillation yields simple compounds which 
can he used ditcetly by industry; the high fractions 
not generally direct Iv usable can he convened hy a 
prove 1 ** known as "eraekiiig” It* the simpler substances 
most needed, It is, however, difficult tu say to what 
extent petroleum can supplement coal as an industrial 
raw material, an there are many conflicting factors to be 
taken into account. Like coal. 11 is limited in quantity, 
arid although the natural processes by which it is formed 
are even now not dearly understood it is at least certain 
that these processes take place so slowly that for prac¬ 
tical purposes petroleum too is nut replaceable. The 
need to husband reserves is therefore obvious. More¬ 
over, (lie demands for petroleum for transport purpose* 
and as u foci arc hxi .ippareiil to need emphasis. It is 
dear, therefore* that the quantity which can he made 
available Tu mdumry is not unlimited. With the building 
at Wilton Win ks of a large plant tor cracking nil 111 order 
to convert it into organic chemicals needed for purposes 
of synthesis |,l".|, is beginning to make use of petroleum 
as a chemical raw material. Tins process will be one of 
the oiosl important in die whole of the new works. 
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O m 1 again I send a New Year message to the 
readersoftbc/.C i hftt^azirtr, T he A 
k now to t»e ivuied each month imicad nf, as 
heforv. only .ifpeariny c\xty .-ueeoad month. 

When l he Magazine rmiuried hi Jantvary 
I'M? after the interval nf ihc war years, I wrote 
(hat we should do om htst to make our toa K tt- 
:utr a human Sink ami a pubfkratiun worthy of 
os all. I si bo sakl that it was my wish 1 hat ii 
should help 10 let you all know whal I.C.t. 
stands for, whnl work is bring done m our 
various Division^, and of our many ramifeca- 
lions oversea*. T3»e Mugazfnt is a means of 
giving Man persona} cottlact one with another 
in l.f’.l. I am slnd, therefore, that it k now 
possible t« bring out the Magazine once a 
month, jis this will nuike it n nmeh more elTcL- 
live link. Its aims ami objects remain Ihc same, 
and every efhirl will he made in ensure that tltey 
are realised, 

laist year, iu my New Year message, t re¬ 
viewed the progress dial had been made by our 
country in ihe year that had passed. Unfor¬ 
tunately this progress has not Keen maintained. 

Nothing is to he gained by covering lip km- 
plcasinl facts with a tat of soft-sounding words. 

In a speech which I made in nimiugham Iasi 
November to (Ire National Union of Manu¬ 
facture 1% of vvhich you will probably hare seen a 
summary in the newspapere, I referred to Ihe 
devalunimti of the pound. I etnpliivxiscd the 
entf«nc gravity of the GovcntmcitTs act ion iu 
writing down the value of our currency, which 
rv still lire most impwUuU trading currency in 
lire world. I sard that tl was a measure of the stnths 10 which 
tl>e country laid conic (bat so much had now to be slaked 011 a 
single throw. >Yc have put up prxcvagaiovt ouixeTsesin the hope 
Hut we shall he able, by using the ini media ic competitive advan¬ 
tage. to increase our export sates xuftWienily lo show a net gain 
on balance, lliix will not be ox easy a* it looks* Even raw 
materials from non-dollar countries will cost u.s nx>re where there 
is a world inarkcl for them. At the same time firm* hen: who 
are dependent to a large extern on raw materials from America, 
without possessing a corresponding advantat^: in sates to dial 
country, wilt glrnost certainty he compelled to raise their selling 
pneev hen: This will start Hie spiral again and have an adverse 
Clleet on the awl of living. 

After the war t lie re were high hope of what could be achieved 
hy v. inn was broadly dcscrihed as economic planning, t think 
it must k Trunkly admitted that these hope* have not been 
fuddled, Urn national planning has perhaps made sonv 
contribution to orderly arrangement, hut it has paid insuflicicm 
nttemioo to Hie crucial problem of the United Kingdom's 
deficit on its dullnr account. As I stressed at Birmingham, our 
main error lias l»cen to lead t|>e public to believe that we could 
rccovet quickly from the e(Teels of the war, that our standard 
of living cunhl l>e almost inimcdkUriy raised jiIh'vc its pre-war 
level, lhai we could undertake a vast industrial reconstruction 
and that we could carry through a great extension of nur social 
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vcrviccv, in olive; words, that we cendd have tnir cake and cut 
*1. It js because iIksc Ivhefs leure been encouraged that we are 
in our present plight. 

It b CSKnlnl to ckar away these mivumkrvImHlings if all 
classes are lo co-opcraie in a grc,»t dlQfl ai recovery, designed 
to hung our domestic economy into line with conditions in the 
outside world, tt ts to this prohlciii isf adaptation that pofky 
should have been directed, not to the tolly id niHoMButten 
and 1 Tie blind pumiot of extravagantly administered social 
schemes, without regard to Hie dice Is of interna! policy on our 
external posiliun. 

Urifo-mnlately calm and dbpnttiooatc discussion is hindered 
hy the fact that among political niiponcnts there Is often no 
room for shades or colour there fe only hlack or white, Thi* 
shows itself mostly m rebtion to uncni ploy merit and tl>c social 
services, lull employment Is vet up its a iHtftticul aim, and its 
existence xinec the war tv cbifiKd as a great victory for our 
economic planning. Nothing of the sort; after siv years of 
war-production cMon, lack of maintenance of capital assets, 
and war destruction, full employ men I wax almost certain for 
a period and was utilicipnted hy all pollttatl parties. If a critic 
points to certain disadvantages which over-full employment lias 
brought he i* branded as one who wislic* lo obtain a whip hand 
liver labour through the fear or actuality of heavy unemployment 
Likewise, 10 criticise the vast cxlenjiion of nur social service* 
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h to risk herug accused irf mu wishing in wre (hem conimucd 
or cMCmfed Naturally there is no oik uf to who wishes to see 
A single hiniily in wm.nl. ami ie is very desirable dial we should 
iLike steps t a abolish poverty, We itiuM have a rccogFiiiion of 
past emus and lhe need for new policies iT we arc not in mecl 
hit I tier crises, heavy uri&pployfiient and u druMie fall iu lEiu 
slatiilnrd til' litiuf;. 

1 ven new and appropriate poWcac*, however, atmxM he 
i\|Vxicil iiiMjeaxtj withmil the prior rcqmsilv ihai iheie vtiuuhl 
he no fuidici pmpaeimd.i designed lo sei class against class, 
wage-camcis agaiivu earners nr mhci types of income. especially 
ai^ars{ dividend eamerv.amlwmlterv againsl martitgcmcnL, I low 
kmg wifi n W before ii is recognised dial live interest* of manage¬ 
ment ami workers are nut eunflieting hul complementary ? 
I In man icla Ennis are alT-impnriani m industry. and "c in U l 
may he proud uf wftfll we have accomplished, We were pinned s 
in I Ik 1 held uf mini constiliution, am) ns rnauagcniem we discuss 
with nur workers their own individual problems as well as dioce 
of management. Tlw mceiinipi of mu tent ml Works Council, 
die last uf which is reported in unnlher pin I of Eh is Maxazinr. 
are proof ni ihc Ingli decree of confidence and umJenttamlmif 
which evicts wtihin LC.I. between management and workers. 
VV'bal »e need above all else a I the presrni lime is a new leader¬ 
ship winch will hiiiumniw and rmt disrupt I he different elements 
in society. ami hnng in them a unity uf purpose, 

In up new, the true solution in tlx country's economic 
dul pc ni i ics ts not to U ic icnsc prod utiiuti hy working longer 
hums hul In obtain greater priiduclmn fmtu eststmg hours nf 
work by greater clturi. riii.il there is mom l\u Ihis I have no 
deni hi, One nf Hie lookupk rices of over-full employment amt 
die breaking down nl' tiiccnlives Lo hnul work* partly ns a result 
Lit out vast Emii leu of inx.ihnii, is an obvious lessening nf el Ion 
Ei slums Used in riuwtri rules nf working, in absenteeism, in 
unoil Ida I mtrilwk in obxtruciiou m new and more economic 
methods of win king, in ihccrvuluxi of iiniRxessiry tub* among 
■i|vralistsv working as a team, in unpuiMmdily, in innumerable 
rest pauses ai breaks for *n*e reason or .lumber, and jo mum 
similar ways In die straitened ciivuimhmvcs of our country 
induct rv can no fatipgf afford to employ die work-shy, die 
I i.i Ed mal absentee and the incompdenh 

Ihc next year nr two is hound hi he a testing litne, both fm 
employer. of labour ami fur die mute unions and the workers 
iliey represent, 1 a hour bus enjoyed n sellers" market lor so 
long ami die workers have been lulled so cnmplclcjy mtti u 
sense t+r fake well-being in out welfare stale I fud I he necessary 
rcndjiislincni in then menial outlook as our Erne economic 
ixniiiun is hmughi Imuic to diem is hound in he a painful one, 
OisiElmioonienl esm nocr lx a luippy process. 

lor ms self. I have eoulideiiee in Mif li.ute Untoof* I hetieic 
that I hey will siacecd in rc’csiahltvlunu line eon I ml over llicir 
uicrrihers which tliey seem Eiv luve lo*l. Utit we should deceive 
onfselves if WC ihoiight that they will Icrve an easy (ask. It is a 
siiprciiKty vlitlk'ull and delicate one. sailing lor strength of 
chanuict. skill and laic h behoves its, as industrialists, to 
show tin understanding of their problems and in help them ami 
otif workets in tiny way we can 
At this jiinclurt in our economic udau-s it would Ex a inigcdy 
anil a luiliomil disaster if wv were lo pass lliiough a period of 
misimdeistanding ami dcivHorudng ioduvlrial relations. |i can, 
Lind I think will, he avoided if wv. as indus) ru lists, hi me to our 
rebtiovuhtps with our uxukei^ huili lar i amJ a human mulct- 
viandmg of dieir hopes and ppiraliQlH t( is rswrudal, in mv 


opimiMi, rhat rmimtgcfncpl shoukl get ekwet lo live workers and 
evplain to (hem far nuire of what is involved m regard to dieir 
loEw and m die problems tEiai hesc( (heir particular mdusirv 
and ihose of die couniiy. 

I hav e dwell nl some letigdi on this us|x\l of otir eeomnnic 
problem been use to me die human dde uF industry is quite us 
inipoilEiiit as the purely techmcnl jind commercial sides So far 
as we in l.C.I, are coneemed. wv luive nothing with which to 
icptnuih owrsdveJC We are all pulling our wcighi. 1 he yeni 
ihai has passed has seen dm; iti.nijmiainm of die greui new 
proictl at WiJiofi a venire of modern dKiukal industry m 
winch |he k'IcsUkH ol the world may well male pilgrinugt 
and (Ills wa», I ttm sure, a wniree uf pride and vimudus its all 
mu people. Already we can see outlined tlic ihape and sire 
of ilicgreai Ihin^s Ihed are to come, 

I here is no call dial has been made upon uv (□ which we have 
not responded. H will Ex the sunt in (tie Tut me, and wc may be 
proud ol ourselves Im-nure uf this, did here I must enier a 
word of the most solemn warning. If l,( t were evci in become 
iiaiiniuitised 1 do not biff lie w dial die spirit which has made 
ii all dial il is ioduy would long continue. Ii would ixyuiuc 
subject to influence and cmilrols, which would he lumund lo 
an organisaltori such as ours. Its enterprise would he curtailed, 
and enterprise I can assure you is us very hfc-hlood. tinder 
uctlkniidisaliun LCM would no kuiger K able lo give of Us (scsi 
(u ihe o,itrim. Lind would st.nt tu hnc i|s oumpclrlivc place wilh 
die chemical mdusirKv of oihtfr nalinns, a scry serkuts dung 
fm i he huure of British indmlry. Iihi many people, as 1 said 
m tEie Annual General Meeting, duok of Ihc muicinaltsaliun of 
n large uuhisirial conecin as a domedic affair only, and fail 
io realise what rcpcrcusviony netioh nf lEiis kiml wlujIlI have 
ui uni* market* oveixeav, I s(vcak from persona I knowledge 
NiUuiualisatinn of om f ompans woufd W regarded hy tEiose 
with whom wv iraLfc and wiili wluvm wc have joiiu jtiaiiufac 
luring enterprises as being eoiirely ded ructivc uf die goodwill 
and crsopenttion which have been budi up over the yea is arid 
whkli have proved of so much hcnciii not only to ihis ( ompany 
Iiiii io the country, Ii rs mil only UM. hul (ueai Hrifain winch 
would he the loser, and ihai a I a time when we can k-.isi iffurd 
vnch a loss of earning power m valuable- foreign currencies 

In 11 icy ear which now mii folds there must bcaCrenvral Meclion, 
and never perlio-ps will ilcvisimis have to lx made with mure 
Ini-reaching effect upon our welfare and future E can only 
ho|V that whmever way die elect mu tarns a sense of ie spoil 
sihilily will lx maintained and dial ihc leaders of all parlies 
wilt do their bed io avoid eviciuliag the mimioderelandmgs 
and pci pies Mies which ahejuly separate dHwe wlua adopt TEie 
SocialiM and die Comervailve m I ibcral outUmk. Hie para- 
imHini ikmaml as I see il upon all who aspire io leaileiship 
in Il»b critical tunc k lo slmw tbal we have a common inieresi 
■ii nl commun huure 

If what I have said suggests n spoil uf pessunrsm I wuuUl wtsh 
to lenitive that impression, I aril an upihntal as rcg.udv our 
ability to survive tEic peeseni iTksls it" we face up la om problems,, 
tt'l'imis and dis'Crse lhey are. We have immense reserve# of 
eIiaracier which have seen u» Ihmu^h m the past, hul smi|ily 
lo rely nu tins Eikloric lact, and out ptlit inolitkws, will not 
sLii!h.i- If wv Ure u> survive there must he a new spirit men lea led 
in die i mints of mu people to ensure lied every anno; of el fort, 
hath brawn jmd brain, of which we are each Capable is cvpcudcd 
in ihc cotillion of our ecuiiouiic and financed difficulties, 

A luppv New Year la you all 1 
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t nu-diuii of kvioniiifstua War MmairKil 



Hie memorial lo die (03 men and women nf ihe Alkali 
l>rvJ\ion who Josi their lives in the 45 war was urtveiled in 
Wilmington on Saiurday. 5tEi Mmeiulscr, m die presence ol 
more than MV.} rriatires and repicserdalives nf ihc nitmagcuKrit, 
si.id ,md workiwuplc nf like fhvisiom Ihc nricmonv hegun 
wilh die singing of die hymn "I in all die Saints who from 
lU’ii La ham Rcsi” hy the duni of Narthwich Parish Omreb, 
,dlci wEiN.ii Met W M IhMAV unvdkd ihc memorial, wlikh 
wav vied \ a ted bv the Vicur of Nonhwtch. the Rev. \ W, 
M.iiihmvl Wood. 

Aftci t-4i s * lAsui and Kwcilk"' had be e n sounilvxl hy 
irumpclcrs id the l.l I. Alkah Itaml. die I amp of Rcmcmhrurics^ 
in line lop of ihc memorial wav la am) die works flag hubted to 
m, i si |lend W f ei i Ii* from l he i iini pauy a nd from i da t tvvs of 11 ic 
hdlcn were laid al ihc tool nJ div mcnmiial and die ceremony 
ended with the iiuginy of Ihc hymti ‘O cirxl. out help in Ages 
Ihisi 1 and the National Anthem, fillImred hy die Hcnedkimpi 

MvEiU'imnl uf Mr, S. 1. tkillri shy 

Mi S. f Bflllcntby, chief ol tlm? newh formed C entral 
Services InspcviuHi Dcpswimctil al Winnington and well known 
lo many members of Ibc i ompauy uuiutle lib own Onivkm, 
lias retired a her ,b) years’ wtnkv Many telegrams of good 
wbhev were received from all over ihc eoimliy at iIk alniMr 
winch was held in Elb honum »(kii he was preset lied with a 
<3-lww ..in he lull of hts ma in friends at Wilmington. 

lieiin-tnciii nf \1r. J. bin lav 

Mil reiirancnl ol Mi joEm I inlay, a titter's labourer ,n 
l resiock Wni ks, is muahle m I wo rev|iecis. not only for die 
length of Ins service cd At rears, which is hue enough in iiwd, 
Enii fen die foci ikit dmuigluHtl thrs long perrod of over half 
a wttlui v Mi I inlay lias uo] Ixxn abseni lor a singledav ihrough 
sickness. \ presentalinn from Ins many frmrnds ;ii \ ovUtek was 
nuule lo Mt. 1 inlay hy Mt. I K Allen, die works manager 

IK-Jlh uf Mr. If. K. Jiiek-s 

h is wilh die deeped regret that wv have \<< «cpoii tlicwmldcu 
anil uncKjbxled death of Mr II I Jones, lechtiical Service 
Manager of ihc Alkali fkivtsbn, on the evening, if (kioM tOUi. 

A It rcciT il t lirvsiiultu'mnia 

Mie inagnllicoil . .. a rcprndiKCd on page clghl 

ivaiv l.n hliHiniy and recent Iv won die lirsi prize and diploma 
lit the llnlntts Ova pci lkn%x‘i show Mr. John Towers, who I nr 
iIk last 42 yeans lure woiTcil at Mntdk wich Works and is now a 
Iahoratory sbiriman, grew this phini from a culling he tiH>k m 
January. When die oofcl wcadict forrevl him R> bring ii nun 
Elis giecnlmusc m fklcdarr, he had lo dig a Emit m die fbmr 
so dwi tEx (lowers, which stand 7 fi. J in. above the pot, should 
uni foul ihc roof, h took a gnat ikal of judgement, four 
sitong men ami a hoirebOi to gel this huge exhibit to die slum, 

M. lowers all ri bines | he line grow ill of this plant tn rcgiiku 
meals. "You carri Esc slipslunl wilh chiysunthcmums,” he 
oficn %i I esses: "Yhcy need meals as regularly, ifnol its oficn, as 
■uy gnuutchlldrcn do.' Dimter lime fm the chrvsumbcniurns 
l mues every olher week, hul whin he feeds them w iih k his ow n 
pa■ nciiEar sccrel. 


7 















137 Naums mi tntt r plant -— iunf Mr, Towers wlto grew theta 

DVKHI L HS IHV ISION 

Mr .1. Vl. Wykes 

Mr. J. B. Wykes, whose picture we reproduce, ha* been 
circled chairman of the Centra] Commit lee of die I.C.I, 
Eorcmcn's Association. 

He stalled work with iiie Company in January 1920 in the 
Service Section of the Engineering Department and was filer 
prompted foreman: subsequently he took charge of the works, 
I ire Sei v ice. A t one i line u memher of i lie works eou neiJ. Ite wets 
in 1930 appointed Dyestuffs representative on ihe committee 
of management of the EC. Workers Friendly Society. 

For die pusl seven years Mi. Wykes has been the chairman 
of I he Huddersfield Works Foremen's Association, 

Mr. James ft. Wykes 


Mr. .?. £i ffls {General Chemicals Division, Wade Works) 

CFNKKAI C liKMiC ALS DIVISION 

Award for Gallantry l« Mr. S. Ellis 

Mr. S. Ellis of Wudc Works Safely Department has been 
presented with a parchment testimonial front the Royal Humane 
Society for his rescue of a woman from drowning in the Trent and 
Mersey Canal near darn ton lust July, Although he had not swum 
for 1 if teen years Mr. Ellis unhesitatingly dived in and rescued 
the drowning woman, who recovered after Mr. Ellis had 
applied artificial respiration. 

1.1 Ml DIVISION 
Kctimnent uf Mr. U G. Sewell 

The time has come when, lit Hie regret of nil in the Lime 
I Ji vision, the chairman. M r, L. G. Sc well. M ,C„ II. fa. MJ.M.M-, 
M.LChcm.E,, E.ti.S, is to retire. 

Mr. Sewell was born in Sydney, Australia* and in 1909 took 
his degree in Mining and Metallurgy at ihe university there. 
Before the first world war he v>& engaged m the metal-mining 
industry in that country. Fie served with tile 1st Australian 
Machine Gun Battalion, A,I E, in Egypt, France and Belgium, 
lie was awarded the Military Cross and was mentioned in 
despatches, being twice wounded. 

In July (926 he was appointed General Works Manager of 
The Buxton l ime Firms Co. Lid., and in June 1927 became one 
of its directors. In 1931 lie was made managing director of 
the l.irrte Group of LCL, and in 1939 group chairman. In 
1935 he was appointed managing director of Qiscboumc & Co. 
(1926) Ltd., and taler chairman, relinquishing this position in 
1943 when the Cascboumc interests were taken over by the 
Biltinghnm Division. 

Mr, Sewell was responsible for the initiation of Hie schemes 
on which were based the opening up and development of 
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Mi C a Saveli 


Tn ns Lead Quarry ;md Works, the establishment of tFie present 
lime works at Hi ml low and the reorganisation of tire Huston 
Central Kilns. 

Besides much meritorious work with the L.D.V., Ite com¬ 
manded B Company of die 2 nd Derbyshire (Buxton) Battalion, 
Home Guttrd. Mr, Sewell was also responsible during the last 
war for the establishment and running of a range for the develop¬ 
ment and proofing of ammunition! for the Blacker bombard 
and ibe KLA.T, 

Mr. Sewell is a kind man. always willing to give a lumping 
hand to the unfortunate, and genuinely interested in all the 
human aspects of management. Possessed of wide knowledge 
and with a very accurate memory, Mr. Sewell is also li lover of 
the arts with a particular tasks for books. He lias been a church- 
warden of Hie Parish of Hindoo, a member of the house com- 
millet: of the Devonshire Koval Hospital, president of the 
Harpur Hill Division, of the St. John Ambulance Brigade and 
of I.C.I, (l.irnc) Jlindlow K cereal ion Club and for seven years 
president iff die BuMou Branch of the British Legion. 

The place held by Mr. Sewell in the lire and the affection 
of Lime Division will not easily be filled. 

Mil UN l>f MSI ON 

'Ihe Chairman's visit 

During a visit to Birmingham on llth November Lord 
McGowan spent several hours at Metals Division headquarters, 
during which time lie took t lie upper t unity of visiting the machine 
shop and toolroom. 

The Chairman saw an impressive display of the many jobs 
[limed out there, and then, under the guidance of lire shop 
managers. Messrs. Keeling and Gavin, made a tour of the 
department, chaffing to various employees about tlidr jobs. 


Lord McGowan described the quality uf lire workmanship 
ns a revelation arid commented that it was obvious that those 
who designed and executed such work had pride in their craft. 

M'MS FHOM m Fltsl AS 

I A'; till iff M. vjtn Marekc ilc l.umiuen 

It is wi 1 1 1 great regret that we announce the death of M 
van Marekc de l ummen. 

“Van Marekc," as he was so widely known, had been 
associated with l.r,I, and its predecessor for a great number of 
yea is* having been Hist appointed us. an agent uf the United 
A Ik ;d 1 Company for tlie sate of snltcnkc in Belgium. In 1919 he 
was appointed agent of Explosive Trades Ltd. and from 1923 10 
the commencement of hostilities m 1939 acted cts LCJ.'s 
general representative in Belgium. In 194b he was appointed 
chairman of LCL (Belgium) S,A. upon the formation of that 
company, 

M. van Marekc do I,ummen had an engaging personality and 
a dry sense of humour. He will he greatly missed by all Ins 
many friends iritlie Company. 

M us rtOM I UK HI I.IDNS 

Ketirviiivut of Mr. lufgar F« Ij*cc> 

Oni 3(Hh September the Northern Keg ion lost die services, of 
one of its most respected personalities through the retirement 
of Mr. Edgar l aeey. Area Manager at Bradford. 

Mr. I.acey retired after 37 years' service, having joined Read 
Holliday & Co. in 1912, From that lime until his retirement 
he was mainly concerned with Dyestuffs affairs and was Area 
Sales Manager of the Dyes,milk Department in addition to 
Area Manager, Ills trade knowledge of Yorkshire was pro* 
found, and in no small measure Ilc contributed to the < ’ompany \ 
goodwill and prestige during many years of close contact with 
Uki Company's customers. 

Glasgow Humane Society Award for Mr. Vidor It, Warren 

The Glasgow Hera til recently contained the following reference 
to Mr. Victor D, Warren. Scotland and Northern Ireland 
Kegioual Manager: 

“The Glasgow Humane Society’* certificate for gallantry 
was yesterday presented to the Lord Provost of Glasgow, 
Mr. Victor Warren, in recognition of his at tempt to save lire life 
of 11 gillie when a small boat in which they were fishing in 
Loch Arknig. Inverness-shire, overturned in a squall last May. 

“Lord Inverclyde, making the presentation in ihe City Chany 
heis. said that that was the lira time in Ihe history of the 
organisation that Hie president of the society while iu oflice bud 
received die a wart I, 

M>B1.1 DIVISION 

Koval Society for the I'rcvciitkm or Accidents 
Safe Driving Award* 

On Friday, I4lh ttc tuber. at a dinner held at the New Mason 
Anns, Me*borough, eleven drivers of Nohcl Division's West- 
fa lire Factory received awards for safe driving from die Koval 
Society for the Prevention of Accidents. The following awards 
were presented: 

Gold Medal* tit) years): Mr. C, Lindsay. Mr. CL Wisgln 
Mr. W. nibbeit; Oak leaf Burs: Mr. U, Lindssiy. Mr. (.*. 
Wright: .Silver Medals: Mr. A, Itlunn. Mr. F : . Shepherd; Bars to 
Silver Medals: Mr. W. Hibhcrt, Mr. C, Robinson: Diplomas 
Mr, A, Bltiiui, Mr. I. Sliephertl, Mr. C. Jenkins, Mr. J, N«wbart. 
Mr, H. Mieriff, Mr. VV. Caltudine, Mr. E Dudliill 

ArdlvT Natinpi.il Savings th-nnp 

Members of the Ardecr factory National Savings Group arc to 
be congratulated on the results of their recent savings drive. 
In one week last November an army of canvnssure and stamp 
sellers succeeded in veiling no fewer than 11,500 ocrttlkates it> 
their colleagues in the factory, an achievement which has 
eartied tlie praise of tire ScottEsh Savings Committee, 

Mr. T. Mair, the FtK;d urea irrgauiser of this committee, 
reccuily paid a visit to the factory and presetted medals for 
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long service in Ih*: saving inmcmaui m nine mvinlw* of the 
ArdftT group, Mevsrs. \ . Wifcpn, T S Muir, H W. Moca 11 lav, 
W, W, CuihhcHvon. J, Met’amky. A Archibald, 3 Mmitm, 
<L Hates and J. MetaJl. 

Silwr Punch Itmvl prevented n> IRvrpark l-actory* l.< MnVZ. 

A> a token of 1 licit j ppr ecu i mn of more than tiMM parcels 
-wihach 1 he cmplo>ecv of ihe Dccipttrk factory uf IA I.A.N.V 
luve seru ihcm during the pas! ihnx years, the members nf 
Ante Factory have presented their AtrWmJian focmh wuh a 
sihei punch bowl. The howl, «Hkli is of ihe irudiiiomil 
Scottish Monictih design. will he uses) as a sport* trophy m 
IXx-fpark ’* animat iknit. 

Thr A iiHnu-th /A-* / 



plists itivrsiov 

IV>!}►{( and Fsinl 

To uhl.iiii ihe housewife's vicwpooM On paint* ji^I brushes, 
Paints Division itwnils engaged Mass. Observation Lid In 
conduct an cmpiirj among mun- ihan 2000 housewives in 
Great llriiani and Northern livland The tcwiti* of ilmcmimi) 
have heen fMiNwhcd in a hooklcr cm it tub ■■Petnik - and Paml.‘ 
which was released 10 thv Prey, ai a conference hckl m ihe 
c h.inrig Cross I told on 14th Ndivnilvi 

SAC r imtMttN 

W I'Sfnil (bum War Memorial |*laipK' 

A Mcmoiial Plague in nKniory of Hie four employees 
lltonuv A, Huucrwonh, 1 h.Syl R.A.I , Owen Walker, f pi. 
Armoured Brigade, Samuel Giles, Sgi. H ATM . Anhui 
Kydirjg, Gar, R A. who gave their lives in the service of 1 lien 
eounlry during ihc 45 war was unveiled on I r relay. 11cti 
November, hy Mi I. Crompiuu. Division Director, before a 
gal her in# of relatives of Hie fallen, and fellow employees. flic 
service wax comJacM by ihe Reverend J. r P. Burke, NLA , 
Priesi in t hurge, Christ Church. Weston IMini, ami ihc 
Reverend C. $, Morris, Mcihodisi Minister. 

Retirement of Mr. Oliver W ilkinson 

Ills mufiy friends fit Salt Division recently Ixide farewell 10 
an old Mint I noted friend in ihe person id Mi Dlivoi Wilkinson, 
who has left to enjoy a well-ea rned reel after 51 years 1 service 
with ihc Company 



Stt/i t)kixkM Mrmuriat flftwfwc HrUHkv*. mat felhm'-warker* 0/ 
thr tat/fir u&twtrfolt ttmtnl tttr Sfftiinriiit i faring (hr tf nj ff 


Mr. vvilkiiiMVi lomi'd Hu: t oiiipany at Owi Works ollicc 
id I Ik Mgc of"l 4, and two yeans Lrtci hccmiK a waterman 011 the 
Company's larges, fnvalty hocoming Capra in of the SifWrtar*/. 
In mtyi illness, imloriunittefy. compelled him to leave ihc rivvi, 
trml he wjis transferred 10 ihc dockyard, where he has s|>cin 
tire last eleven years of fits working life. 

Trade I idoa Award u> Mr, R, I’, C>umH1 

In hJcopaiEitiri pf his .11 ye:irs' service as a sick visitor of ihe 
Wiiuford Branch of lik- Amalgamated J''pgincenug Union, Mr. 
Kofwri I tiLtmtit, ,1 llilcr ol Suit Division's Wins lord Works, 
was presented with rite AT .1), medal of live Orikr of Merit 
and IVtiPicU «jrlUk«ie ai j specially converitd hranch meet hi i; 
at the Wm si out Citiildhhlf im Monday. 7lh Novemhcf AI ihc 
same meet log he was urvanimously re-chxtcd for a further term 
of duly. 

Mi. Aim run ponied Hie ( doipany in l L H>|. two days after his 
fouruccmh hirttukty, and ha* hccit ctwitimtoaslv employed at 
Wins tool ever dhcc. He K\:inkr a member of the AT 1 . 1 L in 
I'jJI.I hIikI live vents Intel assumed ihe dulies of sick visitor. Ills 
vistis have beep carried mit m all weathers oti one tKxasion he 
lud to plough through snow nearly two feel deep to reach the 
home of a luetiihci 
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Tuckingmill and SAFETY FL'SE 


C uvkSWMi's Jatuiscupr is studilccl wilh oM mine- 
^workings nf a Rourisliiirj; industry a 

htmilrc^l years ago. 

Smu tlwn, and tuilil dtra|« - t Mipidics front other 
vourmcuiwd the traik to go ettewltca, tin and uip[HT 
iiiiiiLttR ill Cornwall foumi work for altont otiv-hfih of ih*> 
county * population. 

\iv jonf; it|5Qa# 177^ one t>f the biggest mines |mxJucvd 
on- wrrrtli o\xt ^z.ooo.oqo. In one parish alone, how 
ever, one in evi-rv live mi tilth his! tns life ihnnigh Hood, 
gmurul lulls, or preinutiin 1 explosiom. The fi 1 sc> used 
were crude conlrivanees ttf goose t|U0ls tilled with 
jvowder and stuck end in end. Small wonder, perhaps, 
that the Cominh town cif Camborne- l>y the famous 
South Crofty mines shmdd have hueonre the birthplace 
of the safety fuse. 

Safety fuse was invented p aful put on the market in 
1 hi \ t K by Wilburn tliekford, Tonntier nf lliekfurd Smitli 
ami Ciunpany, and great 'great-grand fa 1 her uf the p retell t 
works manager, Mr, M. f », Hickfnrd-Sntith. The build 
iiig in vvliidi it vvjm first made stilt remains us part of 
Nu|>fi Division s Tuekmgmill factory. 

in the ruiirHc of li year the factory produces thousands 
of miles of safety fuse, bvcti so. the wurkUwtdc adopiion 
id safety func for blasting operations Inis caused the 
dcmurul i>> grow year hv year, and large ipumtiika an 
jilso made at Ardeer. 


As the binbphicc of wltfft lias proved *u great a boon* 
Tuckingmill will always he a place of interest, aiul a 
visit to the factory is something to be rememliered. 

Unlike name of LCM.'a newer factories, Tiiekirigmill 
lias grown wHh the century ami more years of its exis¬ 
tence, and is now a enhuiy of stoutly I mill, ereaui- 
painleij stone hi 11 Minus nestling "upstairs and down¬ 
stairs’* on a hillside, overlooking the iiiain Jtlnrct piining 
CamUirne anti Rednilh, 

Though not umlnly extensive tti area, its material 
needs are* far from tnodttti. Production of fuse at f'nek- 
ingmill entails ihe bringing uf thousands of eases of fust' 
powder from A rdeer, liales of jute from India, as well as 
m blur, guttm-perchw, and Ira lat :i from 
Malaya, the Dutch Ivasi Indies and South 
Vrmitea, alia a thousands nf miles of 
“doubled" triuon thread from IX \*» 

Ci ussier Mills hy Johns!one m Renfrew¬ 
shire, T ticking mill'& fiayrttli, inelmbng 
iJnise; at Kemudl Vale smallest 

factory), a few miles aw ay, where tire pm 
cessed ilie rubber. gtilliopereha t aiul batata 
which impregnate and w aterproi if the nuler 
layers of safety fuse coverings. taimbiTs 430. 

As rnsiv be expected, it invhides a large eon 
cingem of employees who have hern with 
the Company ail their working lives. 



Ithti fftih'it nil ft tty "Litre k'lWvA frefi Stwittt 
















<3 Prupiir.ilion of the jute Ix-gina with softening when S* Weeks breaks, the 400 lb. 
bales and, on ei machine with fluted rolls which cun deal with four different kinds at 
a time* starts crushing the strand# while water and oil are sprinkled on the jute to 
bring it into milling condition. 


'The rolls of fibre from the breaker are 
collected by Miss Pearce, who. incidentally, 
minds three machines during her shift* and 
ire fed as needed into the finishing carder. 
Here* eleven rolls receive the same kind of 
treatment hut Iweoroe much more evenly 
blended before they emerge a* one long band. 


Hanks of softened jute are fed 
by Miss li. Sow den into a breaker 
which teases out the fibres, tdends 
them, and deliver# a continuous 
roll of soft* hair-like material* 


On the two spinning frame# Miss Hilda Eveiaon 
{right, ji years" service} and Miss Norah Nknl (4years') 
spin the finished thread. 


Winding into convenient rolls, before leaving for fuse 
spinning complete* npcnttmiw in the jute mill. 
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Miss Pearce Feeds the second and 
third mac I fines which draw the fibres 
evenly process similar lo passing 
tbem over a revolving comb. She 
hands them over to Miss I). Cocking, 
whose responsibility it is to examine 
the final tr caa ea of jute* which are then 
ready for roving the first stage of 
becoming thread, 7 


In roving, the thick strands of jute seen 
011 top are twisted 2nd thinned while they 
arc rewound on to a scries of bobbins 
for spinning. Miss F. Wallace, who is 
now working her 31st year with the Com¬ 
pany, tends the entire battery nf bobbins. 
When these arc full and need to lx 
changed* 2 loud hammering on a gong— 
which look# suspiciously like a dust-bin 
lid brings seven nr eight girls hurrying 
in her assistance* 7 


hat MiU Far r man F, I tut tun, zi yturt in 
iht jutf trm/f. 4 ytm at Tufkin/tmiM) 



1 Lilf a mile away, in huts partly hidden by blast 
mounds, Win, Hitchens, who ha* worked at Tucking- 
mill for 21J1 years, sind ], C.', Julian (-23 years) spend their 
eight-hour shift# in mixing ftife powders. Powder cases 
arc broached with wedge and wooden mallet (nothing 
liable to cause si spark is allowed near, and note the 
special fireproof clothing), and the powders are mixed 
thoroughly by passing six times through a four-way 
hopper before being sifted and poured into square 
(dither buttles to go to the pow r der loft above the fuse- 
spinning mom. 
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A This is the point where two of the three main in¬ 
gredients come together* Powder feeds through tubes 
from the loft above arid is spun lightly within ten jute 
thread# iso ns to form the core of die fuse. Next, six 
more st run da of jute thread from the lower bobbins are 
spun counter to those of the core, ami the fuse is taken 
up by large metal spoob. Miss Ihatiie Andrew* (40 
year/) and two teams of girls, including Miss Osborne* 
shown here, spin several hundred num of fuse every 
working day. 

Experience and a hyporsetuIttVC touch enable Miss 
Bessie Rowe or Miss l.ily Negus, who has been doing 
similar work for 43 years to locate faults by simply 
passing her fitters along each stretch of fuse after her 
attention has been drawn by the stopping of One or 
more of the automatic Milling machines. As each 
fault is found the inferior piece is cut init ami die fuse 
spliced and marked with coloured thread, 7 
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In one part of the factory there is a separate depart- 
mou to deal with miscellaneous orders. Everything done 
there is similar lo the wort: in the main sections hut on a 
smaller scale, It is particularly notable because of the 
preponderance of old servants in its personnel. Within 
a few feel of each other when at work stand four out of a 
total of seven employees who have completed 22, 35, 41 
and 45 years 1 service respectively. 


sV'ltsa A. J. Williams (41 years’ service) with the assis¬ 
tance of Miss M. Kistle examines the fuse before coating. 
For eight hours a day she lets two lengths of fuse run 
through her lingers and can spot a fault at once. e> 



Miss A. J. Wearnc joined the Company 45 years ago, 
and now measures and cuts special fuse before it leaves 
the factory. t> 


ifi 
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Hy Ronald Karquharson (J.C.L Shipping Manager) 


with a red band. As soon as twenty-live individual 
journeys have Iveen completed and live of the burger 
embellished Slicks acquired, Mr. E In recovers them in 
exchange for the agreed rate of piecework hire, and Mk 
recipient, with a hit of "the ready" tucked away in his 
waistband, can now a (ford to take a well-earned breather. 

At the same lime a third procession, of a somewhat 
different order, is emanating from the remaining lighter 
and also converging at the godown entrance to claim the 
attentions of Mr. I lo, It is composed of the more sport¬ 
ing, get-rich-quick dement who operate in prearranged 
pairs and, with the aid or a pole and a sling, carry be¬ 
tween them three bags at a time, to the accompaniment 
of the appropriate sing-song chant. Though he must 
accept them (like foreigners and death) as being inevit¬ 
able, Mr. Ho is wont U> take a dim view of these duei- 
performers, since, wise though he may be, he has never 
succeeded in discovering how to divide three into five, 
and remains strongly averse to the necessity of adjusting 
fits system to meet special arrangements. I Ic is also 
somewhat of a rarity in that he is a Chinese born without 
a natural instinct to gamble, and holds but small regard 
for chanting team-mates in general, who subsequently 
draw lots to deckle which of them becomes entitled to 
cash-in the collectively earned sticks and retain the more 
legal form nf tender, in particular be is possessed of 
sirtl less sympathy towards the unfortunate who, having 
sweated and strained an hour or so to no more than his 
friend's advantage. Is now obliged to start afresh, hump¬ 
ing among the individualists. 

«» tfw* fwi«* fttth riVrtti - a (dow i*t*u A»< tin 1 A 


S kveBal months ago I visited one of the Alkali Divi¬ 
sion's works, where I was shown something of the 
production, packing anti despatch for export of soda ash. 

1 watched the gunny bags being machine-marked, 
then saw them automatically idled and stitched before 
they passed along a moving platform to be mechanically 
tallied Into a barge. This craft, with three others like it, 
was shortly to make passage along two rivers and a canal, 
and then another consignment of a thousand tons would 
be ready for transhipment into an ocean-going vessel in 
Liverpool docks. 

"I s'pose," remarked the foreman, "that without any 
of tins modern equipment devices and such-like as 
we've got here your old friends the Chinese would take 
maybe a week to discharge I his lot.” 

“A week !" I laughed. l+ A mere thousand tons S 


My mind slipped back through the years and I found 
myself reflecting on the vivid atmosphere nf that festival 
in North China known as "Cargo-come Day," , . . 

Mr, I In nearly six foot and over seventeen stone of 
him stands framed in the open doorway of the district 
manager's office io 'Tientsin. 11c is head Custodian of the 
Company's extensive gotlowns on the south bank of the 
Pet-hn, and, since he professes to speak 
no English, I am doing my heat to explain 
to him in Ins own tongue that 1 shall Ik* 
on parade at 6.30 the following morning 
tu witness the discharge of a thousand 
tons of yiwg gi-m (literally "foreign 
powder”) from lighters to store. Mr. Ho 
understands that wise and loyal old 
character understands;! lot of things nlioui 
which he says but little. 

At the appointed hour next day I find 
that the hatch covers have been removed 
from three lighters moored alongside our 
property and several gangs, comprising 
about a hundred coolies in all, arc standing 
by. Mr, 1 lo.surr minded by stacks of bam¬ 
boo sticks and with parcels of coppers and 
small silver spread out on a table before 
him, sits to his accustomed place by the 
open godown Jfiors. The stage is all set 
for the performance of an arduous task 
made lighter through its accompaniment 
by all the fun of the fair. 

S<k>ii two long processions of scantily 
dad coolies, each with a two-hundred¬ 
weight hag perched across his shoulders, 
are moving along the gangplanks, t hen over 
the dusty pathway to converge at the ware¬ 
house entrance, through which, as they 
pass, each receives from the hand of Mr. 

I Io a p I ni 11 foot -hmg band hxj st ick, Th csv 
toilcrs are the "individual istJjT' who, on 
completion of live such journeys and the 
acquisition of the same number of plain 
bamboos, exchange them for a single one 
of slightly larger dimensions decorated 
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With a nice sense of liming -that is, witch it may toe 
calculated that Mr. I It) has recovered sufficient length 
of bamboo to have Jicctt fairly active with the dinhurae- 
merits—the scene becomes enlivened toy the arrival of 3 
succession of one-man portable establishments. These 
arc broken down to enable them to lie kmc in two 
nicety balanced sections dangling from either end of a 
long pole siting across the shoulder. Presently they are 
set up on some convenient pitch in the shape of general 
emporium, chow shop and kitchen combined, and, of 
course, the complete tnnsorial parlour. 'They Comprise 
the more honest traders; tout inevitably, appearing in 
tlseir wake ami bent on getting among the money, come 
tluise of leaser repute: the letter*writers, the magicians, 
the story-toilets, the jugglers, the hand-spring artistes, 
and several others representative of the native variety of 
spivs and opportunists. Consequently, as the morning 
wears on, the scene of activity in front uf our godown 
becomes more ami more diverse. 

Hut far from troubling him, the fairground atmosphere 
surrounding Ids coolie hire is welcomed by Mr. llo. 
lie knows that Chinese casual labour becomes as the 
lilies of the Held, in that it mils not when it lias a few 
Coppers to spin. The cavalcade about us serves the 
purpose of attracting a large portion uf up-to-date 
earnings, thereby necessitating an immediate resumption 
of work liy those who otherwise would be too inclined 
to classify themselves as the idle rich. So it all aids 
towards discharge Ixing completed with sufficient 
despatch to avoid payment uf demurrage on the lighters: 
this consideration, coupled with minor concern over the 
accuracy of Ins tally, represents the sum total of Mr. 
I lo's worries. 

The cbmv*vendor has staked out a claim, anil already 
his soup atul rice puts arc bubbling and steaming away 
behind him, while Ins howls and other utensils are laid 


out for lure, as required, before him 
Meanwhile, in the manner of a rumba 
musician, he is engaged in shaking ten 
chopsticks up and down in a wooden 
cylinder. This not only serves In draw the 
atic ntiun of the mu lt i hide to t he appet bung 
aromas of his kitchen, but ufiords the 
hungry an opportunity of extracting the 
stick which has 3 well-defined chip aboui 
its unseen end and which allows ihc lucky 
ones the privilege of eat bg “on the house/ 1 
Home distance away a sartorially elegant 
clothier is healing a tattoo, then giving 
voice concerning bis display of coolie doth 
and drawing attention tu the nimble skill 
of Ins cut. A white-bearded patriarch has 
erected two jrolcs from which hang a score 
of bird-cages housing a complete aviary of 
songsters in all sizes and dressed in a wide 
variety of plumage, all nf whom appear to 
lie contributing a fair share to the general 
cacophony. Farther along, a more lugu 
torktus looking type is sounding a funeral 
gong ami accepting lira! premiums on in¬ 
surance against the inevitable expense of 
one's obsequies. There, in oddly assorted 
array, stand the peanut seller, the fruit 
merchant, the black-egg specialist, and 
the professor with the patent medicines 
business is brisk all round, and the brisker 
it becomes so much more speedily does the main opera¬ 
tion proceed and so much I letter pleased is Mr. Ho. 

The barber, traditionally recognised among the 
Chinese 35 hehmging to the lowest caste of all, has, 
appropriately enough, opened up Ids saloon adjacent to 
the temporarily erected latrines, and is now engaged 
upon the task of shaving heads at the rate of half a dozen 
nn hour. Mow and again his chair is occupied by a 
customer who requires a little additional attention, such 
as a pummelling of the back, a little massage on the 
stomach, or perhaps just a touch of chiropody. Fur, 
despite his low status in the social order, the Chinese 
ItarlxT serves a versatile apprenticeship and furthermore 
adheres to a fixed lari If, with none of your tossing for 
double or nothing as practised in the other professions 
maybe lie finds it too risky when he never knows before 
hand what he may be cal let) upon tn deal with next ! 

We move about in an animalcd* not uncolmirful 
atmosphere amid Sounds nf clamour and song and an 
overall spirit, carefree in luck and philosophical in mis¬ 
fortune, that on the whole seems to breathe an air of 
happiness. In the fullness of time the reformers will 
change nil this one must trust that they will—but 
deprived uf Ids simple philosophy, with a host uf 
■’rights" in siilwtitulkui, one earnestly hopes that this 
lovable character, the carefree coolie, will continue In 
reap bis reward uf contentment. 

Look at Fu Sung, a fine example nf his kind and 
calling. He is happy indeed, fur ibis has been a day of 
days for him so far. Prom being penniless at dawn, he 
has since cashed-in the ringed bamboos at the expense 
of learn-mate Wang Er, and had added to this suet™ by 
selecting the chopstick with the chipped end. lie has 
received double pay for no more than an hour's work, 
filled his belly free of charge, had his head shaved and a 
corn nit nut of his toe, slept peacefully for an hour and 
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furthermore lie has just supplemented Ids earnings by 
joining 2 school of squatters near the water's edge and 
Winning two hands of fan-tan. Hut if. a* one strongly 
suspects Will he the ease, lie allows himself shortly to 
he drawn towards bait ling his wits against those of the 
^ ^ ^idive-lady" trickster (with the inevitable 
resubj, he IJ just have to get down to si bit more humping 
aa an individualist. 1 

By mid-afternoon his former team-mate, Wang |-> 
ias atoned for his luckless start and, having eaten, is 
now sleeping peacefully in a spot of shade. He has also 
discharged an nhhgaljun, in that for the sum of five 
copixr cash lie has dictated a letter to the travelling 
grille which will serve to notify his aged mother in 
far-away Hunan that, although Jut has indeed recently 
been appointed a partner 111 the transport and haulage 
business, he finds himself in no immediate pnritiim 10 
subscribe towards her coffin fund, Wang lir’s prevailing 
weakness for face-Eniilding is invariably landing him in 
jams of this sort with hi* somewhat gullible and cvcr- 
W^tunist parent. 

'Futic is getting on now, and it will he worth while 
seeing how Mr. Llo is hiring in bis battle against it, I 
put the question to him, and while continuing to juggle 
Ins bamltnos with his right hand the fingers of his left 
perforin a startling operation no the abacus. 

Mr, llo then transfers his glance from tome 
Chmc*e hieroglyphics scrawled on a scrap of 
paper before him and casts his eyes towards the 
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rrtJt the sticks so fast dint lie takes on the appearance of 
J nomiiUly sedate cello pbyer who has suddenly gone 
herserk Only Ins toSbtontit, perched on high within 
-md hard pressed to maintain stacking uniformity under 
such rapid lire from below, are reluctant participators in 
this wm-or-burat effort. The lighter-hands don't cure 
much about it either: they arc feeding the remaining bags 
<in to a long queue of impatient hacks with such iW 
tertty that from the middle distance they appear as a 
well-dn ed squad performing physical jerks at lightning 

1 71 ^J r ‘ ° S1V ^lh full recompense is paid 

to all, and before instituting "hit or mira” sessions lie is 
invariably aware that the balance is Weighted heavily in 
favour of double rates, hut only over a period calculated 
to cost less than the price nf delay to the lighters. As I 
remark^ earlier, Mr. Ho is not a betting man and only 
indulges m tbrae practices tn the interests of sound 
economy and also because everyone in happy in the end. 
Everyone except perhaps the salesmen and spivs, who, 
like a travelling circus, strike camp ai the first cry of 
fut or miss and waddle away toward* fresh fields with 
ihc.r eniponnzna afid saloonssfi.ng across their shudders, 
Mr Ho „ sure t hey have done well enough-a view that 
of 110,181 rapiJly (ltT V mcn ' h y a ™ multitude 


Another one thousand four hundred and 
thirty-odd bags to discharge in two hours and 
ten minutes," he announces with assured exacti¬ 
tude , I 11 ere j h no n eetI for me to ask h i tn whet Iicr 
or when he intends to introduce a "hit or miss" 
session, or whether il might be more economical 
to pay a limited amount of demurrage on the 
lightrrs. By his own peculiar methods lie will 
have the respective merits of every alternative 
already weighed up, and at five o'clock, w ith an 
hour and ;t half in hand, he will take the course 
guaranteed to serve the Ix-st interests of all. 

Hit or mins" tactics are much akin lu a 
spotting declaration in cricket, where the op¬ 
posing side is given a limited time in which to 
go mr the runs or lose the match. At the appro¬ 
priate moment Mr. 1 lo loudly proclaims fur the 
bene 11 of all and sundry (hat there are vet nine 
hundred and sixty-eight hags to discharge and 
Severn y-four mi mi tea within which to complete 
(he tank: bam km slicks worth double if accom¬ 
plished -otherwise quite valueless. 

Ihc effect of tliis pronouncement is electri¬ 
fying: rccum bunt bodire spring into life from all 
over | he place, tile stalls and sideshows beeimie 
suddenly deserted, and games nf chance are 
ffiisi.Ev abandoned. Tins i* the best gamble of 
the day, and tin: challenge i$ invariably accepted 
will joyous acclamation. 

'Hu- scene rapidly assumes the effect of a 
cinema film which is being projected On the 
serwn at twice its normal speed, Umg lines nf 
lauglmig, shou ting, good-humoured end its 
josi c each Other as (hey don file under their 
burdens and then speed back for more. Mr, I lo, 
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Then finally, when the shouting ami the tumult haw 
died and nil except ]V 1 r. I In have departed, I approach 
him as be remains seated there 111 the cool of the evening, 
gently perspiring but quite undefeated as he neatly 
starks away his bamboos in readiness feu some future 
ftstml of "Cargo-conic." 

"Item fa-tzr I arm mi nee, meaning in the Knglish 
idiom “C*(kmI Show f'i then add with only mild appre* 
benstnn, “How docs it all work out V* 

Mr, Ho seems slightly perplexes!. 

"Only nine ih(His;iiul t niftr hundred and ninety Height 
hags* including live that broke in the lighters,*' he pro¬ 
claims sorrowfully. ‘‘There must l*e two more some- 
where." 

I suppress my utter amazement ut this mi rack- ul 
tallying which Mr. Ho invariably accomplishes with 
accuracy, aided by imi more limn two sets of sticks, the 
ht-uds, of his abacus ami an amount of money left over 
in an umber of rxlil hits of news paper which serve as Ins 
till, 

“Two whole bags muring !" I observe in mock horror. 
"The trouble with you, Mr. Ho/' l add in effect, “is 
that your ideas of making a tally arc hopelessly out of 
date. 1 hear they have a machine at the works in buglaud 

they call it Vine magic eye. 1 Well have In wee about 
getting one sent out; we just can't afford to go on losing 


two bugs out of every ten thousand, you know. It's not 
good enough I" 

Mr, Ho, whose Sense of humour is Far more subtle 
than mine, undoubtedly cal dies the look in toy eye, bill 
he does not yet know that I have his ace tucked away in 
ruy (Kuket. So I allow him to express himself volubly 
and at considerable length on the subject of all "devil'' 
machines, which in lib view arc not only thoroughly 
unreliable but are created in the West with the sob- 
purpose of maliciously discrediting the far more degun 1 
and accurate method* of the Hast. “Those two bags," 
he concludes, “cnulJ never have come up the river." 

**YoU are perfectly right, as usual,’" 1 assure him 
quietly, “To a humble- Westerner like myself the thing 
is quite uncanny. 'Hiis piece of paper here comes from 
the stevedore in charge of transhipment into lighters at 
Taltu and says "two bags jump out of ding into bar—get 
drowned/ “ 

Mr. 1 lu does not smile, indeed no one has ever yef 
observed him to do so + lint across the whole of hb coun¬ 
tenance can be detected the ridi and unmistakable glow 
of Face Preserved . . . 

"A wedt!” I repeated to the foreman, "A mere 
thousand tons ur ten thousand hags, if you like, < inod 
bcftvenal Why, they'd have it untrekded in leas than adayl" 
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** Information AWj“ bat been published as afortmphtty bulletin start October 1947, try purpose is w meet the widespread 
desire far up-to-dati' information, not generally available elsewhere, about all phasej of LC.l. *X petfrities, as well m afutnt 
those antsuit events which have a direct hearing upon the fortunes a/ the Company At first restrictetl fa a limited distribution 
atttif/ift those artttttlly responsible far the dissemination of information internally> it hasgrmkmUy extended its em ulation amt 
it turn- received by a tonsldenddy miter audience. in* huting many mint a roomily it also senes os the source from which 
outlet ml is derived for a mantwr of Divisional news bulletin f. Pubfiro/ioo of the Nates in the Magazine # 101 *' io appear 
monthly allows r tailor ship of the holler in to be extern led still further and wilt enable alt ranterx of the Magazine to have 
acres* to the tares 1 information concerning l.CJ , ami to appreciate how the march of warkt events is likely fa affect the 
Company. Although incorporated in the Magazine, the Nates wilt 1 imtinne to retain their individual nientit i 
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T/lC tarot y-nyhik Ordinary MnUnx of (he Centra! Council 
was held in the Winter tiarilens, Blackpool, on Friday, IXth 
November,, IV4*t. Mr . Joint Royers, Settlor Deputy Chair awn of 
mis in the chair, nml the Main Hoard uwr represented 
by Sir Wallace Akers, hr. ,4. fleck, Mr. W, f\ Lutyens, Sir 
I wan Smith. Mr. it, O, Smith and hr, W. J Warboys. 

x Nn.nr of blustery rain had given way 10 Tog when delegates 
A io the Central Council began lo assemble in the Winlcr 
/ 1 , Garden* at Blackpool for (lie 28 th Ordinary Meeting 
of 1 in- t oiiivvil, hut although there was Hie gloom of autumn 
outside mid liule evidence of Blackpool \ traditional atmosphere 
of gaiety, nothing could diminish lire genial spirit of dm occasion 
or dim lire gtxxJ humour Of what has come lo l>e recognised as 
an event which mingles business wilh Eric pleasure of renewing 
evtd acu train lance* I ops. 

ftmclunlly al ten o'clock ihc hunt of chatter was sidled, and 
the nice Hug began. After the secretary (Mr. A, W„ IngUs) had 

■if.. apologies for absence, ibere was a warm greeting 

for Mr. John Rogers, chairman of the Council, when he rose 
(0 speak. 

Mr. Rogers knew I lull all would share his regret thal Lord 
Mcfh>wan had caught a severe chill and w;i* unable lu he 
proven l. ll would he an encouragement to the Central Council 
10 know 1 lii.ii, as always. it* work m very much in Lord 
Mctiuwan's though!*, and he had sent a message wishing it 
well. 

Mr, Roger* I hen welcomed |>r. F-. T. Meehan, chairman of 
the Aitsirahai 1 company, and hi-- colleague on the Hoard. 
Mr, Cuming, from whom he hoped that the Council would 
hear a few words (uppriir*c| 

Mr. Roger* eikl th.u he was sure the Council would wish 
him io say something about the situation that ihc country was 
in loduy. In our lifetime. he sakl. we had probably never had a 
time when Ihe eotintry wa* in such a parlous condition- "not 
so much ul this actual moment bul from the point of view that 
if we do not play prat cards well and e*crt Ourselves, our situation 
H bound i< r gc I very, very much wtsrse/' M r. Rogers emphasised 
trial anything lie s^ud was nut from a party political point of 
view. Rut, Ik added, touching that party political point there 
was nue thing he wuulcd to say again: ' h Wc arc against anyone 
wlm wkhc* to nalirmttlisg our Company" (loud applause). 

Mr. Rogers then referred to I he expansion of the social 
sei vice*, and said that, good iw they were* the country could 
hardly afford all that has been done, livery one knew we were 
living on the aid of tire United Suites, hut the country could 
never go on receiving such aid and, in any case, our pride was 
loo great lo allow us lo be Tor ever a "'pensioner” of (he 
United Slate* (bear, licnrli. 

Ai die aamc linw* said Mi Rogers, there w;is no need lo 
interfere in any way wilh the ticncfii.s the workers had got. 
Hui these benefits must have a solvency about them. 


Mr. Roger* iSku referred lo the need Tor ekpanskHi of our 
output and rNiriktiiaily of our export busing*,*. There were 
di I lie Lillie*, hut ilte country mu*t overcome them and visualise 
the lime when it could stand on (is feel. 

The trade unions, Mr. Rogers went on. had properly stressed 
the rigtns, privilege*, und condition* Hud Use worker* should 
have; hut you coidd not have nghis and privileges wiilmut 
having Julies, And out duly, a* workers, wji* to help to reduce 
(Ik cost of production in this country, We had lo "poll our 
socks op. There wit* one ihiug Hud was noi n mailer of 
opinion hut a mailer of fact, and I ha I was thtit must all 
work harder. This did not necessarily imply harder physical 
effort: a* much m anything it meant helping rnmuigemerit in 
devising ways of increasing output, 

Mr Roger* had Komclhtng to say nbuut Uk possibility of 
uncmpJoymeni lie knew from his; curly days whin unemploy¬ 
ment mciud to familK*. and it was esutain llial no one wiudd 
willingly do anything Rial would create uiwnipbynKtU. Hat 
il woidd not he fair not to face lire possible temporary uncm- 
pfoyiiKMi 1 ha 1 might lake place through increase in output 



































tn >iH‘ u n* in SjumtUk Unii, it ir >vtbm of tin* Cantu d in tfir funwnumtt h thr 1 limit Oivintnn Uihfi* 



due to better methods. machinery and suelvlike. NevcrllKlcss 
ihe country mtul hivvt cr)-n|X:mlmn and wilfiilyn^-s-S mi the purl 
t>f all til Sit]! m with tin- new, methods ami to work harder, Phis 
was not. in Ills view, a mailer of opinion: it was a matter of 
absolute ntwepshy. 

Mr. Rogers went on in deal with the question of incentives. 
The profit motive was only hitman, and if (he workers were 
soil'll! to work harder a ml increase output I hen they must tatve 
sunicihing tor it; there must be an incentive. Tlic iiieenlives 
eon Id he arranged, bin perhaps the greatest incentive of alt 
was 10 iiy to gel the country back lo the position in which it was 
not dependent on )he charily of America (heat , hearth 

Perhaps die wannest approval greeted the chairman's llrmly 
staled belter (hut never did (he country need a national govern 
nwnt as much tis il did today. We could never solve uur present 
problems through party poll lies, lie hoped dial we would 
have some son of a national government within a masenvihlc 
time to get ^e country hack lo a very safe limmdaJ position 

The loud applause which marked the end of the chairmans 
add ivss merged imo ll bush lesslike rust liny of papers as the 
secretary announced Item t on the agenda, a resolution from 
die Mentis Hi vision "ihiil this Central Council approves 
standing orders as submitted, but rccooi mends dial lhey he 
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amended mu! if ntxicrfary supplemented before they he again sub¬ 
mitted tn this Council/* This was speedily dealt with T the motion 
as proposed by Mi. Cuhnour (Metals Division) and seconded by 
Mr, I larhhmn (Metals Division) Iteing carried tn-m. tun. 

Alter confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on 6th 
May, PAD. the Council turned to consideration uf a resolution, 
mi hiii it led hy Rillhtglinni Division, dial one week's leave with 
I t -h pay should tn- {-ranted to members of the fkiy Scouts 
and Church Luds Brigade in oriler to attend annual camp. 

Mr. Blackwood (Rilliiighnm Division) made a sirring appeal 
to tin.' management lo consider this resolution, li was not a 
rcquesi for something new hut for the restoration of the privilege 
they enjoyed pre-war. lie was warmly supported by Mr. 
J. Johnston, also of Hillinghnm. who in a lively speech which 
gained applause gave an explanation of the valuable work done 
by these organ rialinns, lie pointed nut that the privilege had 
been grunted dirtrtlgteut LC.t. until withdrawn in favour of 
leave being given only to pre-service units. It would lie wrong 
For a privilege to lie withdrawn. As an cx-Boy Seoul, whu had 
gone from TenderItHiU lo Assistant Scout Master, Mr. Johnston 
was lo a good post)ion to pul his case, and the Council applauded 
a sound detailing speech, Mr. R. A. Banks I Alkali Division I. 
who followed, was full of admiration for I he previous speaker, 
hut he felt bound to point uni that die Hoy Seoul move morn 
was subslanlially differenl from the pre-service mnvemeuis. 
I hc lloy Seoul* and members of the Church t ads Brigade 
were free to conic and go. They joined these movements fin 
the fun vT the thing, and ihe> regarded anonal camp as a holiday. 
On I he other hand, I Ik officers had to work very haul, and he 
would like to propose an amendment that a week's leave 
with pay be given to die ollioern of these two movements but 
noi lo I lie hoys. Modem le apphutse for I Ins proposal was 
fill lowed by a sturdy defence of the original resolution by Mr. 
Angus lllillingham Divisitm), who said that hb Couneil was 
■ inaniuMms on the resetnmliim of ihc concession, Mr. Srnidi 
l Mdata Division) agreed aEmdtitdy wilh die view put by Mr, 
Banks, and was sure that ns far us the Oiureh l ads Brigade 
was cuncerned llicy preferred ramp without pay, Mr. Owen 
iBIitiligham Divisionf then entered the lists widt avgumenis 
for and against (he proposal, alter which ihe Council seerelary, 
in answer to n question, cuufumed I hid when the concession 
was originaEly grunted there wan only one week's paid holiday. 
Mr. Snudi i Mentis Division) returned to ihe mieixiphniK lo 
support Mr. Bunks* a mend aicnl 

Before the vole was actually taken, Mr. II. t>. Smith tlVr- 
sounel Director) rose to explain Ltaii. while lie hud no wish lo 
influence the voting, he fell bound la make it dear that the 
mailer had conic before die L( .1. Board previously and that 
u'liiic they appreciated die value of these organisations, ihey 
had tu draw a line somewhere to the concessions which the 
Company could give. I In could assure the Council, however, 
that Liny further resolution would Me- must carefully considered 
hy the Board, He added ltaii the Board was nut wiihout informed 
gukbinec on the matter, iKcauxe oik of i(s lay dircclais Imlds 
high oil ice in the Hoy Seoul movement. 

On a show of hands (he amendmenl was lost, hut ihc mol ion 
as put in die Council in (he terms, proposed by Ibltiughapn 
Division was carriesi in the evident delight of those ui die 
Biltingliani table. Whereupon the Council now warming 
up after this brisk debale proceeded to lisien aticntively to 
Mi. Paterson (secretary. Workers' Pension bund), who gave 
die Bourirs considered opinion as to why n could nut accept 
three rejoin I km* relating (o ihe lni|Krial Chcmknla Workers' 
Pension Fund, and which had been agreed at the previous 
Council mceiing. There was little disposition among represen- 
talives (o challenge tile Board's view, though Mi, llubball 
(Alkali Division) came in the microphone as a dissentient. 

This marked, so to speak. Ihe occasion for a mid-moming 
break, and die secretary's aiinniiriccmcnl of eolVce in Ihe 
anterooms was the signal foi a mass adjournment in search 
of welcome refresh ment, 

After ihe interval, Mr. Rogers hail a hushed audience to heat 
his tribute lo Air, V. St- J Killery, w director uf I.C.I.. who 


)h tttf a* mid iWHtittt itnsi \t* A'm.v.n 11 wjttik** i a 
tti* Hitburhitrt' tit" j »"' fiTVi-irWDtfrt'i 



Itt Wtu'htm it a ft l. ‘imtuuutt ni tt.f I V hum' 
tn \ft f nmiitif a ritdmKUi' f'rmn ‘'fkwrt tmtr* " 




























died in August, I li* death was ,3 gicaI loss to nil Ins colleagues 
in Hie Company, among whom he was valued an a director and 
as a found. Although suffering front an illness. tic had recently 
been to ihc lias* on I he Company’* alTaim and liad died soon 
after h*a return. Ii could be said with truth dun Mr. Killcry 
luid really died at the helm, 

Mr. McCall (Nobel Division} chairman of Hie workers' 
representative, then explained that as .1 result of indisposition 
he did not feel fully able to carry out bis duties (hat day, and lie 
asked Mr. Brown (deputy chairman} to act in hr* place. 

Mr, John Huy (C bief l abour Qfllcer} was the next speaker. 
and Ins announcement of Hie future of I Ik Staff tirade Scheme 
was heard with vkwv attention. I fee reminded the Council that 
lwp years ago il was informed of the Company's uKcnUon to 
review the Scheme Ikuiusc there had Ikcii criticism fronl 
workers’ representatives of (he mellu>d of selection for promo¬ 
tion* and became the management was concerned about the 
higher rate of sickness absence amtiilpi StaET tirade workers* 
At the same time, various suggestions for impruv tag (he Scheme 
hud been suggested, Mr, I lay did not disguise the fuel that the 
Hoard was >ull worried by tlie high rate of sickness among 
Staff Grade workers* A certain number of mdividtuib had taken 
air unfair ad carnage of line Scheme; and .statistics revealed a 
sharply increased rate of xhifcoess ini mediately after promotion 
10 Shill Grade, However, it had been decided dot to call a hull 
(0 further promotion* and promotions Ur raise the number 
of Stuff Grade up (o the level already authorised would be made 
at (Ik usual lia lb yearly reviews. 

Selection bn appointment would continue to he nuuk on 
merit, and Hie Hoard was satisfied that the criticism of favowh 



1 ism m selection was entirety unjust Hied, Select ion was the 
function of manngvmeni and mutt remain so. 

It I tad been decided Hot lire system of sick visiting, which 
had operated successfully in some Divisions, would be extended 
and eerl.oo other steps would ixr taken 10 guard against abuse 
of I he Sc heme. 1 he Iloard con t it 1 tied to believe (hut H ie principlev 
underlying Ihc Staff Grade Scheme were good, and was con- 
tident that tire more positive steps now to be adopted to protect 
tire ScIkitk from abuse would lutvv the whole-hearted support 
of alt those workers who play the game. 

Mi I fay then had a welcome armtiunccnicnt to make about 
the Benefit B Scheme, in future to be known ait die LC.I. 
Sit'V t less Benefit Scheme. I Ik Board lud sanctioned its con¬ 
tinuance 10 an improved form, and there would he substantial 
pniTcnses in rules of hendit* 11 was proposed to mlrmluec the 
Scheme on 1st January* 1930. and thus a, wartime measure would 
now become a permanency. That these proposals for extending 
linanciil aid in cates of sickness wen: acceptable to the Council 
was evident from the loud applause with winch Mi. Hay's 
announcement wets received, Indeed, the deputy chairman of 
ihc workers’ representatives, Mr. Brown (Dyestuffs Division}, 
described the concessions as gratifying, and lie was sure that 
there would be a giwid vote of thanks from the workers. 

Commenting on Mr. Day's statement, which, he felt, required 
furl her study before considered views could be expressed, 
Mr. t illnu hi r (Metals Division,I remarked that alllioogh the 
Scheme was probably the best in the country, he felt that iti 
ihc selection of workers for promotion to Staff Grade suBkieni 
weight bud not been given to length of .service. 

On the question of the reprcscnlatbn of women <0 Central 
Council meetings. Mrs, Cross (Metals Division} said that the 
resolution which had been refer rest back at the previous Central 
Council bad not met with support, though mi crest had been 
shown Hi is w;is a pity. One of these days they might find 
on an agenda n motion a Heeling women employees Anti, 
said Mrs. Cross who was evidently quite prepared to rouse 
the hameh’ nest as represented hy an ulnuM entirely all-male 
gal her i ng no ma n can put forwa rd the women \ view. W hel he r 
or not the delegates agreed, they at least appreciated the speaker \ 
courage, and rewarded liei with delighted laughter, which 
became scry loud applause when Mrs, Cross moved that the 
discussion nn ihc representation of women be suspended. 

Although the million was seconded hy Mr. Gitmour (Metals 
Division), delegate?! were not so ready to let (lie mutter rest, 
Mr, l Lives, for the Alkali Division* was surprised at the lust 
speaker giving way so easily* and he wu echoed mote forcefully 
tiy Mi. Tierney (Ptotfics Division!* who wan of Ihc opinion 
Hiat it would lie better if there were more women at the con¬ 
ference. Peril ups the male delegates were afraid Huii 1 licit 


social activities might be dwilirbed! Lor IhHiughum, Mr, 
Minion sunt iliiii the wiles of women can lead men astray. 
Ihk w as a Eactrcat move to win over the sympathy of councillors. 
Full ficililkw were already provided for the representation of 
women, and he was of the opinion that women were satisfied 
with their present representation, Once you nave them a start 
cloud masculine laughter) you would, said Mr. Hut Ion* need 
thnt conference room next door that holds S0(K). 

It seemed almost a piiy that this lively debate had to end so 
soon, But other delegates were evidently prepared to leave the 
matter without further discussion, and so the motion to sus|>end 
discussions was pul anti carried new, con. 

On Lite resolution to consider the discontinuance of Hie pre- 
mceiirtg of workers“ rcprescnLiiivc* at Division and Central 
Council level, Mr Clapham (Mctuls l>i vision) said that this 
matter had again come up at his Division Council and had bcco 
fully discussed. It was apparent ihm there was a lack of unani¬ 
mity in the Council and* feeling that unanimity was essential, 
his Council had decided not to take a vote on it. HU Council 
therefore liad no foimul support for their resolution* but on 
behalf or the management representatives he would like to say 
that they would be happy to try the experiment if it was ikxired 
lit the future by workers’ representatives, Mr, Gilcnour 
(Metals Division| said (hat ihc flutter had been fully discussed 
at the last Central Council meeting and (here was little need for 
further discussion - It wus essential that there should he unani¬ 
mity before going further. Pre-meetings were of value in new 
worker*' representatives. He suggested that Ihe matter should 
be left precisely where it wus, to Ik further consKfcred with an 
npen mind* 

Mr. Rogers gave it tU his view that it would now ire advisable 
to leave il tHoue, as 4 mailer that had been fully drvutved. 
Referring 10 Mr* GilmnuCs remarks about new workers' 
representative*, he hoped that no new or shy member would 
fail to speak* and he was grateful for (Ik discussion Hint hail 
taken place. 

Ihc meeting then turned to consideration of the Suggestion 
Scheme. In .1 brief comment* iIk Council Secretary pointed 
out that the figure* for the period ending August 1 , H9 showed 
the highest number of suggestions ever received in any period 
of sin months. Mr, Lyons (Billingham Division) felt that the 
pr«en.lation of Ik tables of figunat cuukl be cbrtlkd. and Hk 
secretary agrecil that this wmjld be done. 

Mr. C’ucfdon (DyertttlTs Division) Ml ih:u I Os. w.ts not 
much for an cocouriigemctiL award and tintl 13s. should he (lie 
minimum in all Divisions. He wav supported by Mr, Lappin 
(Dycttulfs Divrskui). but after t Ik Council had heard bom 
Mi. Potack (iicneral ChefliieaK Division) the view that if ihc 
mini mu ro award was raised to I3v„ ihc managctiKnt might be 
more ' ‘ehoosy 11 in making awards it was evident llini delegates 
were content not to look a gift horse in the mouth* and the 
motion to rahe the minimum award was defeated by a majoruy 
vote* 

Sir liwart Smith (I.C.I Technical DireetoD Htcn rose to 
present the report on the safety campaign, lie congratulated 
all concerned that the accident frequency rale was going down. 
Il was ciKOuraging 10 sec that iIk frequency rate was down 
to l-5; he Imped that next year it would be down to I. On the 
debit side, however, there were two aspects of the campaign 



which wvre not so good The lira concerned fataliiio,- It was 
essential to reduce the freijiKncy rale of aiviiknls in order to 
bring down ibc risk of fatal accidents. Then there was Hk 
problem of the duration rate the average lime of ah sc nee foi 
etich kxst lime ueetdent. Although the number of lost-time 
accidents had gone down. Hie dural km of tiinc off in respect of 
aev idents had gone up* There must* said the speaker, be more 
keenness on the pirl of tndividnalv to gel hack to work aflet 
an accident. 1‘here must Ik a drive for a continuing rale of 
Improvement, This was no question of "skies" In this mat let 
of safely all were managers, for it was the way jn which each 
managed his own job iluii was import mil. Good housekecpulg 
and accident prevention wvnl togethd; a clean and tidy works 
was a works with a low frequency accident rale. Sir L>;ui 
concluded: "We have a hit of cha(lender's. VVc must look to 
(SimkI management at all lcveK to reduce the freqncrKy rale," 

If the applause which marked the close of Sir liwart Smith's 
add 1 ess wits a measure uf iIk dctcrminiHion of Hie Council 
to attack the problem of the accident frequency rate with 
renewed vigour, there could he little doubt about Hie mitcome. 

It wav now IJ.43 p.m,* atnl delegates eoutd adjourn fov lunch 
with the smiMutturn of having completed a useful morning’s 
business with good iitimmn tint! an Lihvciicc of "Mlreworks." 

Nor wax tliere arty sign of post-prandial ictlgtrgy when the 
(Vunicil resumed. Dr. ( IL Wes ill. of Imperial ChcmKi.il 
(Hiarmaeeirlieals) Limited* liad no diflkwhy in Itolding hiv 
.ntihertec with a briliiam tuldresis on " I he Rote of LC.I. in the 
Treatment of Disease." Mere was die skilled lecturer htcid* 
concise* and with every fact marshalfesl M was noted by many 
(hat Dr. Wes ill spoke for nearly three-quarters of on hour with- 
out a note; nor was be ever at a Joss for the right word oc Hie 
telling phrase, ami it is certain dial no story of die development 
and purpose of the Company's youngest venture could have 
been belter told. 

YVlx-n the applause for I >r. Wcvill had qmdened. ihc chairman 
tosc to introduce Dr. Meehan* chairman of I.C.LA.NX a 
most wdetime visitor to the Council. Dr, Meehan said that all 





















nit tin- slalT of l.r.LA.N./ «tii their 'jiiJ wish yvhi 

everything you wish yourselves. r Ik- wjw itr4icl1.il lor die 
extreme tnnii.iliiy wjlh which he had been recrived m every 
Division .mi! .it Hotel Office, lie li.nl heeti all rmmd die 
Company. and lie hud been purlieu kirly impressed hy dm 
development in nieehunisahon at die IiuisiuiiU Quarry of 
1 irw Division, If that Took Him prize. said Hi Meehan, dicn 
1 he Nuhd Division's new Mavtiiiy explosive hum have second 

pi S/JL-. 11 Was u lop-no khu, 

Mi Cuming, who luut been fnirethiecd hy Mi. Rogers 4 * 
manuring director of an impomui Icrttliyci group in Ausiralia 
and it diax Uu un.C.I.A NX. pointed mu Mini m New Zealand 
ihey were faced w iili ptotifcm* of great similar nv in those in 
Britain, ] Ik company was proud of its association with l.f 1 
arid, sari! Mr, turning, "wit warn the best of you out lhero f M 
It was !hv pleasure Eu 1st die bearer o! a message from his ohl 
work* where they had asked hioi to express Uieii nival apprecia¬ 
tion and thanks “for the way you stuck 11 mil dm ing the war " 

budi Dr. Median and Mr. Cuming etmiJ have been left 111 
Jit tk diiuhi about the pleasure which then v i-.ii had given lo 
the Conned; the applause had a warmlii and MiKvrity which was 
evidence of the l eel i 11 y* of die meding. 

Resumption of Council business enabled Mr. lAtlersun 
CfttTCtl try, Workers' Pension l omlMo present i)k report, He 
siiii! tluii Ml new pensions had been granted last year, htiugiue 
iIk- toia! number of worker (icnsitincrs op to 4XKn, and that 
die are rage pension ^raided Iasi veai w.iv Z2v t *], pa **vk. 
i ota I hjvestatefH of the Fund was fmK|. MernlH-rslup w as 
ikiw just 5Q.OOO; there figures wen; highly gratifying, .nul lie wjs 
glad of Ihe opporliuiiiiy lo mark Ins appreciation of die dforts 
of all Division management*. as shown by ii H - increased 
membership, 

After Mr. H. Hanks i Alkali DivrsMinj had amioinieed lire 



withdrawal of n resolution which appeared on ihe agenda in Lite 
Division's name, Mr. I AlJenck 1 Metals Division) came to die 
nwrophonc to explain a Riftbcr resolution suNmued hy his 
Division Tilts asked that the C ompany consider in individual 
cans an extension of the period for repayment of loans i n 
seitnin circumstance* when dieir was hardship and financial 
distress. Mi. HaUshnrtt t Metals] in scccmdmg. explained that 
there was no mtcnikMi of carving op the Pensions Fund, The 
rcvdiidiHi biiHg on throe word* 'in individual eases," It 
wm simply a wigifesiinn of a method or easing lepoy mcfii tit 
par l ierubr cucutnsiancev. 

Replying, Mi Cuilort (TicaxtllvrN tX-parimcnl I was vympa- 
1 belie, but was sore dud d there was bore* tide distress some 
temporary nlkviattoti of die dtualkm could he ar ranged 
wittrni die pfmkjtwt of the Scheme, In Ub opinion there was 
no ease at ihe moment which merited alteration in the Si heme, 
i) view which eshkiuly commended itself to the meeting, and 
the resolution was not pTCecctkd with, 

IT was then the lorn of Mr. Henry Maxwell. Lditor of the 
/.C,/. Mujenzittr. 10 inakg die oJ lieu I unnouinxinmi ihai, k- 
g mu a Lg with die January issue, the Uax’uzins would he pu Wished 
1110 at lily instead of every two months. Hb brief explanation 
of the eirvii nisi antes behind the change gave hint the uppwr- 
tuniiy to lei several cats {"Street" and niherwinici out of the 
editorial bug. and the t onneit also reEislicd his account of ihg 
iidrnit ha lulling of certsnn awkward oorn^poiidonL-c. Indeed, 
despite Ins own admission that the job of editing die Mawtzlm* 
was a Vtisliy ' one IiJji iisteners iuum have been left convinced 
iliat ihe “ciMliiuu" was sonietinKs anything Inn soft. Mr. 
Mll swell added That in future the columns of the Magaztn* 
would be i»|h-ii In cur respo tide rice on all topics. 

A re soldi km from the Painis Division C opnctl "dan one- 
half id iIh' emidoyec tepmwiuntiws, or should there he an odd 
numlicr, u bare mstjonlyt shtttl retJhS aunualEy bin shall k- 
cl L |i 1 hVc lor re-elect inn 11 ' wit* next considered and produced a 
brisk exchange or views. 

Mi Molds wain 1 Paints Division h supporting the rewalulion, 
siiggesicd a iWiwycnr (leiiik! for employee representatives. 
Rethcinenl tri ihe lirsi msionn: would tw hy ballot, thereafter 
b) lohUitui. lie Iwif iltc ready hacking of Mi Atlardyw 
fHilHnitlnini Division^ who pointed out iliat at present then? was 
a risk of dcvuloprocriK kuditig. to some sections finding dieni- 
selves with iocvpcricn«il representative*. Rut nothing that 
Mi AI lardyce said cv idem fy 00 nvirced M i -. I homos of Metak 
Dwision. wtui pointed out that council lor* were selected fi> 
the workcre, and u was noi op to them 10 say hmt Umg they 
should tetium m oflinL Mr ( osiky Iftiints Divtskni), in sup- 
|wt* uf the resolution, stressed that it took iix months fnr a 
represemai is e to lea 111 the rope. M r, Jones t Dyx^ititfs I hvhkm t 
was still not consMicvd dvu there wait any further need 10 alter 
the rides, hut the big pin* of Hillmgham. a* represented hv 
Mr Hutton, fell that the resolution should hesn P pt^icd because 
it showed, m hrs opinion, punt cocnnion sense. Mast they Ixjw 
m liter whim or fancy id" conjllliicnL* * asked *hc speaker 
Itctnp* a cuundHor was n*u all beer and ski tiles. 

Mr Gilmouf t Mentis Division 1 felt Iwund to opps^: die 
nesPlUtkMtt though he appreciated ihe hnportimce of contuiariy 
at Division and lentml (mi no I levels. 

I lie t inineil secretary then sitptesicd a slight ameinlrneut td 
the wording of the resolutina, ami the riHiiiun was pm to thc 
oieclmg. I Ik? "dtvkvton" showed 7( m favour and 100against. 
s,i die 41 euics carried die day. ihe motion being referred lyuk 

After tin* lively discussion die Council lurried its attention 
10 revised standing order*, which a wa.* agreed should he 
remitted 10 a sulvcoriiniiiiev for deiaiJed study. 

\s nobody evinced much inlcre.si in 4, Anv Olher Hmiticss " 
Mi McCall came to live mkmphoiw to record a vote of thanks 
in titc chairman and in risk that die Council should mark its 
appreciation of the very aide wny in which Mr. Druwn hud 
curried 0111 hi* duties ns deputy clmirman of die workers" 
repreiieiitalives appreciadon which nvlis very readily drown 
Hie meeting closed with a tiihuie from Mr. Rogers to the 
co-operation and help of all concerned. 


S I AM BOUL 

THAI N mSi&Ss 

U n m p I'ariw in the Sttnplon-Uncnl at a 

ipiarlr-r pant eleven on Hattmlay evening ami 
arrived at Lst.mhul rfcxitl rm lime at h.45 the fatknrirtf 
I Itunulay iimmiug, AhogcLlkT our two through cir- 
riajrvsi frtMTi Pan# covered 1 NAo nufo in 1 oil hours, 
|ia*»iHl tliniii|rh eight coUMrii*, rhaiigcd clirectirm six 
lima, and ctnpkiyd the umicpi of rrn fewer than 
twenty brcrinintivr#. 

Merely to jia** llmmgh the Iron C urtain ami eim-rge 
nti ihe other aide *eeme-d justHkatmn odon^li fr>r the 
jourot y, purtlatlurly .IS 41 tsevvrrsil lowns the slops wen- 
ioiig cntMi^h to pen nil brief xi^ht-rfeem^, but it also 
|ifovjdid ,i w 11r1.l1.rl til series of romantic ftLimesc rlie 
Siriiplori Tiumel longest in the world Verona, Venice, 
[ViisiL-, I .jiihljuiM, /agah, Jk -1 grade, Nish, tile l>rngo- 
iimii I*;!**, Soii-i. |‘|fivdtv f Cinrek 'riiraec, AdHunnpJt-, 
laili Ehirgas, Chaldja, and Itnnlly the domes arul 
minarets of ( h ot|i«;uiltni)ple itself. 

In reality I lie journey is simple enough. Three days 
it week there is a through sleeping car and a through day 
cotiL’li In 1111 Paris to Istanlnit Eiy this route, and the 
■ rain is leasouiilily well pafritniuctl. though oil the day I 
trace Fled I was the only passenger indeed the titilv 

... boa id who went all the wav. Trncided ihai 

nni 1 liutiii visa fm Turkey there are no particular dillkul- 
ties 111 gening the iransil visas 10 tnm-1 through Yogiw 
wJsoiii and IttdgaDii, ami with thaw* one can go ;ibnut 
Lpitte lively in /.agieh, Itelgr.ulc ur Sulla, What would 
happen if one uiittM'd ihe train or used a camera at the 
wrong moment n. nul, however, certain, but I found the 
minimum of red ia|H' and interference thniuglunu ilu- 
journey. 

i-iHiil j.s a bit of a pndiJctu. a* there is no dining-c.ii 
on tlie I min Ik-I we in \T01ulay tught. when vmi reach 
Ifi'lgntde, and \\ I'dnestlay afternoon, when a Turkish 
ibiier emnerled fnnu an <ibl baggage coach h addeil to 
the train at Adnaimplc, or kdirin, as we should U-am lo 




call ft I Kmc vex, a number of meals "ashurey* pur¬ 
chases I mm the dining -cur liefore wr left Italy, and llm 
imu rtdinn bom home ofludf a du*eu Imul Imilcd eggs 
and a bottle of bmmly pmvidvtl i|uiii enough to fi u- on, 

J'or t hiisi r iiiteremetl in such I lungs ihe (ruin is cpnn- 
;i study in iTkcH. as it elnmges its eJuraeler several linn ^ 
during Ihe trip. I'rnm Fails ihrrmgja In Milan, and cil-u 
ihiougii to I rifslc, dll' Simplon-llrlent Kxpress is n 
pretty respeciablc Iasi tram by any slniulank. Op 
waking upon Monday morning, however, as we got near 
Ljubljana, tin Orel Yugoslm town of am sire, ] found 
wc were clattering along through buimrig cu.mm in 
pre-lty disreputable lompam , s-iru- very ehlcrb coaches 
attached In the buck of us ami some euttle trucks next 
the engine. 

brum Ljubljana to Jlclgradr we were a fail'll g.md 
vxprw* tram again and did not slop very much, and The 
s-nne was true I rum IkFgradc down thmngli Serbia. 
S.mtl! from Ik I grade we had sleejn rs for Skunljt. as 
well as Nidi and Sofia, attached to tire tratn and a vet* 
tint- Yogosl.ii. engine Iniilt in (Icrmiiny. the origin uf 
must engines in south-easi Luuijh- 

W e had had a t * di*iur stop in lk lgr,tdc which J ijietii 
trying tfi find the DaruilH- and taking wine in a cafe. I 
found myself al a lalite w ith, it seemed, two workrr> ju&i 
iml of die planL and, fXpJ.immg mvsell a* Kiigltsh, we 
clinked glasses and, I wnuld judge, drank each otlu r > 
heahltK and them*.- uf m*r I wo fatherlands, 

t p through the Drag.an Pass lu-tweeu YiiRuedavia 

ami Mulgarii, which showed us sonic fine mouuiaiu 
scenery, wc were .1 very light train and so eonlmued all 
the way In Suba Mere we had a twebs-hom wait and 
Therefore ample time to lim I food and drink in the l Intel 
Hnlgariu, which was very com for table, and m wi tIk 
town, 

W e left Sofia at midnight on tin- Tuesday, and next 
morning, after the train ull* remade at Tlmdiv, we ran 
ihrnugli to the LuJgarian Iwmler as ll local, slopping at 
all stations, hvudetl by a tank engine In the stretch id 
country between the Ikilgarian liortli-r anti Turkey wc 
ran for ahmit lorty mrles thrciugh (ircek Thrace with a 
slini t sortie into "Turkey to die station of Kdjrne mul mo 
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again. In Litis stretch wt rather Ciune down nr the world, 
for the train was then made up nf a Turk bdi engine 
pushing five empty trucks to explode urines* fullmvea by 
four Turkish jMistal wagons conveying goods in l Hind 
from Chechoslovakia, thru the baggage ear diner, then 
our two carriages* then some vciy primitive local rolling 
stock carrying armed guards, and finally a truck lii the 
rear mounting an armoured ear with ;< two-pounder gun, 

In this style wc ambled down the Maritsa Valley at 
about 20 ni.p.h.. apparently ready for anything. It wu 
only this year that this section of ihc line was mipened 
for through traffic* and there is still much evidence of 
Communist activity in ini ml stations and furtified police 
posts, although the troops ami people looked cheerful 
enough and there were many children about. This 
stretch of the journey was lightened by the Gndi pass¬ 
port nllieer, who spoke good English and entertained mt 
to Rctsina, a delightful resinated wine tasting like rtw 
vrds noire mixed with eucalyptus and turpentine* 

A brief stay in Istanbul under the kind guidance of 
IX\J, (Turkey) was one of the most enjoyable visits I 
have ever made. Certainly after five nights in the train 
the bath I had before breakfast on the morning I arrived 
is the best I have ever had in my life. The city is extra' 
ordinarily beautiful, with some magnificent buildings 
and a superb situation over!nuking ihc sen* With its 
shops full or goods, its people lively, mostly welt dressed 
and full of energy* with cars and carls in the streets and 
thick traffic, Istanbul is a sharp cunt mat In the HU her 
colourless and utilitarian aspects of Belgrade and Sofia* 
It was nice, too, just In set foot in Asia and to look ul die 
first hills of Anatolia, which stretch nearly a thousand 
mile* in Erv.erum, Ardaban and Kara and the mountain* 
of the Caucasus* 

The voyage from Istanbul was a huh- holiday to itself, 
bur twenty hour* I travelled by the Turkish lines 8.S, 
hUwbtii across the Sea of Marmora and out through the 
I Dardanelles into the Aegean, The ship was comfortable 
and the atmosphere tm hoard extraordinarily informal 
and enjoyable, The Captain, w)hj spoke tlm-nt ami 
inaccurate English, was everywhere at once and was 
genuinely glad to see passengers on the bridge, where 
he gave direction* to the quartermaster, pointed out 
sights to the passengers* sent for coffee, handed mil 
field-glasses and allowed the passengers to play with the 




radar. I le also speeded up the ship so that we could pass 
through the Dardanelles in daylight, and gave orders 
fur me to In- called in timu to see the Temple of Boseidon 
mi the did* nf Buniiim as we entered the Gulf of Aegimi 
the next morning, 

The sight of the Dardanelles fid li I led a long-felt 
amhitLun* arid even the huge stone letters on the hillside 
at Chamik spelling out “tKth March, 1915*” com¬ 
memorating the dale and place where the British fleet 
turned tail, could rint create much more lhan feeling* of 
admiration for a stubborn Turkish defence* although 1 
suppose that that one moment did mure to alter the 
course of the first world war than almost anything which 
happened afterwards. Now, on the tip of the Gallipoli 
Beni ri&ula, you can see war memorials to the French and 
the British. 1 asked the Captain if there was a Turkish 
memorial also, and he made, 1 thought* a good reply, 
lit- said: " fc No, there is no ‘Turkish memorial; J guess 
the vvlmle place is uur memorial." 

\ few moments later we were passing through the 
headlands at the mouth of the Dardanelles* with Santo* 
tbrace rising 5000 feet sheer out of the sea* and Irnbrws 
also to starboard, while looking (o port one could say, 
in rvo >1 ltd ion of one’s schooldays. Est in mmpretu 
Tenedox*' Half an hour later an enormous full moon* 
the colour of an orange, rose out of the fields of Troy, 
a lid the very limits of romance were attained. 

Next morning we were still steaming in a llat calm 
between the islands of Eulxtca and Andros, and a few 
minutes later the white columns of the ‘1 cm pie of 
Boseidoii at Su ilium were in view on the high cliff above 
the Aegean, with the tawny mountains uf Greece inland 
lx* hind and the islands in the sea at the Other side. 

The Piraeus, where wr landed, made a distressing 
contrast a hideous and disgusting town and as hut ns 
a furnace. The rest of the trip is really another chapter 
hut in brief consisted of a week-end in Greece with many 
beautiful and interesting things seen and done* including 
sleeping out under the umbrella pines at Epidaurus and 
a visit tu Mycenae, carried out at a temperature of ahullt 
95 h\ in the shade. Greece was left by air on the 
Monday morning and London reached soon after night¬ 
fall, a mi pie ting a round trip of something over 4500 
mite* in icn days. 


































